Moulton pairs law
public health expertise

to influence hea

S ANDY MOULTON HAS GRACED THE PAGES OF DOZENS OF
PUBLICATIONS, INCLUDING THE NEW YORK TIMES, WASHINGTON
PosT, NEWSWEEK, READER'S DIGEST AND SOUTHERN LIVING.

She’s not showing off the latest fashion
designs—she’s telling people how to get
life-saving medicines. As executive director
of the Patient Access Programs Foundation
for pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline
(GSK), she is in charge of programs that
give away more than $1 million worth of
GSK drugs daily to uninsured, low-income
patients. GSK has run ads, featuring Sandy;,
to let people know about the programs.

“I have the greatest job in the company,”
she says.

Moulton was one of the first UNC School
of Public Health students with a law degree.
In the 1970s, many women lawyers struggled
to reach partner — or even get jobs—in pri-
vate law firms, so Moulton took a different
tack.

“With so much emphasis on health pol-
icy, the combination of law and public health
degrees is common now,” she says, “but
when we started (she and two law school
classmates), it was quite unusual.”

As a staff attorney in the N.C. Depart-
ment of Human Resources in the 1980s, she
influenced the future of the state’s health
care policy by re-codifying public health
laws that hadn’t been revisited for half a
century or more.

In 1989, she went to work for Glaxo Inc.
(now GlaxoSmithKline). The company had
just pledged $5 million over five years to
help the state fight infant mortality. As part
of that program, Moulton and Marilyn
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Foote-Hudson, director of what is now the
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation of North
Carolina, started the “Glaxo Child Health
Recognition Awards.” These honors have
been presented annually since 1994 to lo-
cal health departments, staff members and
individuals in the community who have
developed innovative programs to address
some aspect of child health. The idea was to
identify and share best practices.

Moulton has been leading
GSK’s patient assistance pro-
grams for more than 10 years.
She also is on the UNC School
of Public Health Foundation
Board, is a mentor in the School
and, with husband Dr. Thomas
Wong, is a scholarship donor
and funder of renovations to a
Rosenau Hall office.

“Many people at this school
have encouraged me through-
out my career,” she says. “It’s
wonderful to have opportuni-
ties to give back.” m
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Sandy Moulton, executive director of GSK's Patient Access Programs Foundation, started her public health
career at the N.C. Department of Human Services. One of her first projects was helping expand the state’s rabies
vaccination requirements to include cats. After the bill passed, she remembers a legislator thanking her on behalf
of his grandchildren, who adored kittens. Moulton earned a master's in public health from UNC and is vice
president of the Public Health Foundation Board at the School.
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