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“They have to provide valu-
able information to soci-
ety that will benefit society. 
Statisticians should be the 
gatekeepers for good, reliable, 
valid information. If we are to 
make advances in society, they 
must be based on valid data.”

This is the view of statistics 
held by the late Dr. Bernard 
Greenberg, former chair of 
the Biostatistics Department 
and later dean of the School. 
“He said you start with a 
strong theory, but you have to 
follow it all the way through 
to the public health applica-
tion,” Gillings says.

Born in London, Gillings 
earned his undergraduate 
degree in mathematical sta-
tistics from the University of 
Cambridge in England in 1967 
and his doctorate in math-
ematics from the University 
of Exeter in 1972, after which 
he joined the UNC faculty. 
By 1981, Gillings had become 
a full professor in the UNC 
School of Public Health and 
was named director of UNC-
CH’s Biometric Consulting 
Laboratory.

Gillings has helped the 
School and University in 
numerous volunteer capaci-
ties, including serving as a 
board member of the School 
of Public Health’s Advisory 
Council, the Graduate 
Education Advancement 
Board of UNC’s Graduate 
School, the North Carolina 
Institute of Medicine and the 
UNC Health Care Systems. 
He received the Honorary 
Degree of Doctor of Science 
from the University in May 
2001.

“We are so grateful to Joan 
and Dennis Gillings for their 

generosity to the School of 
Public Health,” says Dean 
Barbara K. Rimer. “We have 
benefited from their wisdom 
as well as their tremendous 
financial gifts. I am especially 
pleased to have a professorship 
named for Gillings, because 
Dennis Gillings’ own career 
is such an important beacon 
for us. He has shown that 
theory and practice are not 
polar opposites. Rather, they 
are interwoven, and practice 
is what, in the end, we must 
influence if we are to improve 
the public’s health. In his own 
work, he has demonstrated 
that outstanding biostatisti-
cal work can be used to better 
human health through the 
conduct of impeccably-man-
aged clinical trials conducted 
around the world.”

Gillings presented the 
inaugural Dean’s 21st 
Century Lecture at the School 
in December 2005, speaking 
about what he called “The 
Value Proposition.” (It can 
be viewed at www.sph.unc.
edu/about/webcasts.)

“To improve world health, 
we must deliver effective 
healthcare products and 
services to the greatest 
number of people for the 
lowest cost,” he says. “The 
School of Public Health trains 
practitioners for the ‘healing 
and caring professions.’ All 
well and good, but healthcare 
is also a very tough business. 
It’s about costs, customers 
and products — therapies 
and services…These are the 
strengths of the private sector. 
I think the future advances in 
world health will result from 
combining academic strengths 
and business strengths.” n
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“	Your gifts are investments And we thank 
you for every one of them. The return on your invest-
ment will be far more than the gratitude of public health researchers, 
teachers and students, though you will have that in abundance. Your 
return will be solid information on your gift’s impact—discoveries 
made, students trained, publications made possible, clinics supported, 
lives touched and the public’s health transformed. You will know that 
your gift—your investment—has made a difference in the protection 
of the world’s health and America’s future.”   

– D e a n  B a r b a r a  k .  R i m e r 

2006 fiscal year of Donors
Honor     R oll
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Glenn selected to lead School’s 

development
   efforts

Peggy Dean Glenn has joined the UNC School 

of Public Health as associate dean for exter-

nal affairs, responsible for development 

and alumni relations.

Glenn brings more than 20 years’ development 

experience to UNC. She has been an associate dean 

at Duke University’s Nicholas 

School of the Environment and 

Earth Sciences in Durham, N.C., 

for the past eight years. Before 

joining Duke, she was regional 

director of development for 

The Nature Conservancy in 

Chapel Hill, N.C., for seven 

years. Previously, she was 

president of a New York-based 

consulting firm. 

“We are delighted Peggy 

has joined our School,” says 

Dean Barbara K. Rimer. “She 

brings a wealth of experience and is well-grounded in 

public health issues. At the Nicholas School, she was 

actively engaged in fundraising related to water qual-

ity, environmentally-induced disease and the health 

implications of climate change. Not only is Peggy 

well positioned for her new role at UNC, she is also a 

Carolina parent and knows firsthand the role we play 

in North Carolina and around the world.”

Peggy Dean Glenn




